
 
 
 
 

CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

LICENSING SECTION 
 

EXECUTIVE PLATING 
 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 
It is clear that all ‘private hire vehicles’ within the meaning of section 80 of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 must be licensed with the relevant 
Licensing Authority. 
 
The display of identification plates and badges is important in terms of protecting the public 
and the taxi trade. However, it is recognised that there are limited occasions, such as the 
operation of chauffeured, executive and limousine vehicles, where identification of the 
vehicle may have a negative effect both in terms of customer safety and commercial 
considerations. 
 
This guidance is issued to set out the Council’s position in relation to executive plating and 
to assist operators of ‘executive’ type vehicles who wish to make application for ‘executive 
plates.’ 
 
2. Legal background 
 
Section 48(6)(a) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 (the Act) 
requires the proprietor of a private hire vehicle to display the licence identification plate 
issued by the Council upon the vehicle at all times that the vehicle is being used for the 
purposes of the licence. 
 
Section 54(2)(a) of the Act requires the driver of a private hire vehicle to wear (display) the 
licence identification badge issued by the Council when acting in accordance with the 
requirements of the licence. 
 
However, section 75(3) Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 allows 
local authorities to grant to a licensed private hire proprietor an exemption from the 
requirement to display upon the licensed vehicle the private hire vehicle licence 
identification plate issued by the Council. 
 
Section 75(3) also provides that the Licensing Authority may grant to a licensed private hire 
driver an exemption from the requirement to wear/display the private hire driver’s 
identification badge issued by the Council. 



 
3. Procedure 
 
The Council considers that this exemption will not be applicable to all private hire vehicles, 
but rather to a minority of vehicles operated as chauffeured, executive and limousine 
vehicles. Each application will be judged on its own merits, however, it is considered that 
this system is appropriate for those vehicles fulfilling the requirements set out below.  
 
Exempt vehicles are subject to the same criteria as all licensed private hire vehicles in that 
they can only be driven by a private hire driver who is licensed by the same authority from 
which the vehicle licence and private hire operators licence were issued, in our case 
Cheshire East Borough Council. 
 
 
3.1 Requirements 
 
To be considered appropriate for executive plating, it is considered that the following 
criteria should be met: 
 

• The vehicle is of a high quality both in terms of brand and condition; 

• The vehicle will be in immaculate condition with no visible defects, dents or 
blemishes to the external bodywork or internal trim. 

• Evidence of the service being provided must be supplied to justify the exemption.  
 
3.2 Application 
 
Applicants must submit a business plan for the use of the vehicle to satisfy the council that 
the exemption is appropriate. 
 

A business plan may include , for example, the following factors: 
 

• Target groups/clients 

• Types of journey to be undertaken 

• Method of advertising 

• Method of payment 

• The type of vehicle itself 

• Whether the type of vehicle itself is the reason for hiring it (eg, stretched limousine) 

• Vehicle modifications 

• Additional facilities provided 

• Special driver qualifications or requirements (eg Chauffeur’s uniform) 
 

The vehicle must be operated exclusively as set out in the business plan.   
 
Applications must be accompanied by the prescribed fee (which will be the same as that 
currently levied by the Council for private hire and hackney carriage vehicles) together with 
the business plan. 
 
If all the requirements are met and the vehicle passes the Council’s inspection then an 
Exemption Notice will be issued. If the requirements are not met then the application will be 
refused.  
 
 
 



 
3.3 Notice 
 
If the application is granted, the Licensing Authority will issue a formal notification of 
exemption (the Exemption Notice) to the applicant.  
The Exemption Notice will not be granted for a period of more than one year and shall 
expire upon the expiry of the private hire vehicle licence. 
 
3.4 Identification Badge 
 
The Council will issue the proprietor with an identification badge to include the following 
information: 
 

• The private hire vehicle licence number; 

• The registration number of the vehicle; 

• The number of persons the vehicle is licensed to carry; 

• The expiry date of the licence. 
 
The identification badge must be displayed within the vehicle in line with the standard  
Cheshire East Borough Council private hire vehicle conditions. 
 
3.5 Conditions 
 
The Exemption Notice is granted subject to the licensed private hire vehicle being operated 
in accordance with standard Cheshire East Borough Council private hire vehicle conditions 
headed SPECIAL CONDITION for EXCUTIVE LIMOUSINES . Failure to comply with these 
conditions may result in the withdrawal of the Exemption Notice  
 
3.6      SPECIAL CONDITION for EXECUTIVE LIMOUSINES 

 
When this condition is attached to the licence, conditions relating to signs and notices, 
and to Licence Plates will not apply. The special condition for executive limousines will 
only be applied to a licence at the discretion of the Council and may be withdrawn at any 
time if the Council is not satisfied that the vehicle is being used or operated in accordance 
with the plan submitted to the Council. The notice of the grant of special condition for 
executive limousines shall be carried in the vehicle at all times. 
 
Windscreen Sign 

 
The vehicle shall display at all times in the lower near side of the windscreen and visible 
from the outside of the vehicle a private hire vehicle identification badge supplied by the 
Council.   The form and content of the badge shall be prescribed by the Council. 
 
The identification badge shall at all times remain the property of the Council and the 
licensee shall not cause or permit the information displayed upon the badge to be altered, 
removed or obscured in any way. 

 
 

Interior Sign 
 
The vehicle shall display at all times a private hire vehicle identification sign supplied by the 
Council and be visible to passengers from within the vehicle. The form and content of the 
sign shall be visible shall be prescribed by the Council.   
 



 
No other advertisements, signs, notices, numbers, marks, etc shall be displayed on, in or 
from the vehicle without the prior written approval of the Council. 
 
Any advertisements, signs, notices, numbers, marks, etc borne on the vehicle shall not 
consist of or include the word "taxi" or "cab" whether in the singular or plural or any word of 
similar meaning or appearance, whether alone or as part of another word and shall not 
suggest that the vehicle is a Hackney Carriage. 
 
The types and makes of vehicle manufactured by London Taxis International and Metrocab 
now or from time to time operating as a taxi  within the Metropolitan Police District and the 
City of London and licensed as such by the Public Carriage Office of Transport for London, 
Panton Street, London shall not be used as a private hire vehicle. 

 
 
3.7      Withdrawal of Exemption Notice. 
 
The exemption notice will be withdrawn from the licence if the Council is not satisfied that 
the vehicle is being or has been operated exclusively in accordance with the business plan, 
then the vehicle will become fully subject to the Cheshire East Borough Council private hire 
vehicle licence conditions requiring the display of licence plates and private hire signs.  
 
If the exemption notice is withdrawn, the costs in relation to the production of the  licence 
plates will be borne by the operator/vehicle proprietor.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


